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negotiations. The Emperor Frederick had asked
the Grand Duke of Baden to inform Bismarck
with regard to the marriage project that he (the
Emperor) was agreeable to it. Bismarck replied
that he would rather resign the Chancellorship
than consent to it. Bismarck then had a talk
about it with the Emperor in the presence of the
Crown Prince and the Grand Duke of Baden.
The Emperor (who could not speak) wrote on a
slip of paper that he intended to give the order
for the solemnisation of the marriage of his
daughter and Prince Alexander of Battenberg.
Bismarck said it would be impossible, and explained
the whole political position, pointing out that
such an alliance would be certain to bring about
a war with Russia. Bismarck's reasons are so
convincing that the Emperor is convinced, and
declares that in these circumstances he relinquishes
the whole plan. Everybody present feels relieved.
The Empress now enters the room, and turns
towards her husband with the words: " You
have given your word of honour that Alexander
of Battenberg shall be my son-in-law!" The
Emperor groans, strikes the table with both fists
in anguish, and is unable to speak. Finally he
rises, takes the Empress by the hand, leads her
to the door and closes it behind her* All this is in
the presence of the above-mentioned. Then he
sinks back, and the next day is unable to leave
his bed.
Writing on   June   20,   1888,   Freytag  says:
The visit of the Queen of England has had an